
2 60 ConjeSure concerning the real Name of Robin Hood.

SIR,- 'park Warimtk Lies'. Nunnery in the

TH E account Mr Percy has given 'weft riding, under a monument

us of Robin Hood*, is such as 'which lemains to this day (.'

may in general be very welt acquits- We have remains also of him in

ed in, tor I can read ly agree with Derbyshire, as a H'dl named from him,

him that he was never Earl of Hun- in descending from Millstone Edge to

tington and that the epitaph he there Hatberfage, not far from the prick*

adduces il not genuine\ however, in A above mentioned §. And on Hartley

justice to Mr tbtrejby, I would observe, moor, near Slanton, there is a ledge of

that if he be the person meant by a rocks, which are called his Priek,

late Antiquary, who pretends /** epitaph Also on Winbill, in Hop* Dale, there is

was formerly legible on his tomb- a rude natural rock, which they call

stone, that .author is misrepresented, Robin Hood'% Chair.

for he only asserts, there. tvas an in- But the principal scene of this he-

scription, and that what he gives ui B ro's exploits, according to the ballads,

was found amongst the papers of the was the lore it of Sherwood in Notting-

learned Dr Cole. I think it prohibit, bamjhire, and the parts adjacent,

the epitaph wai given to Dr Cole by though it seems bis renown had ex-

some person that had been trying to tended into more southern districts H,

imitate the ttile of the age wheiein I make no doubt but there was

Robtn is supposed to have lived. Or such a person as Robin Hood, and that

perhaps the epigraphe might have he was the head or chief of a band of

been put on the ttone in alter times, *• robbers or outlaws. I take Hood, or

when it was commonly believed Robin Hode, as he is more anciently wi itten-j-,

had been Earl of Huntingdon. to have been his whole name, and

*Tis the general opinion, that Robin that he got the name of Robin, by

was the most generous of all robbers, which he is most commonly called,

plundering Sc despoiling the rich, and from his occupation, which was that

distributing their wealth most liberally of Robbing. Hood otherwise mult have

amongst the poor; hence we have the D been his'surname, whereas those were

proverb, uoticed by Dr Fuller f, of but rare in the time of Richard I. es-

Robtn Hood's Penn worths, spoken of pecially amongst the yeomanry. And

things that are bought cheap. - since the old orthography is Hode, I

Robin is supposed to live in the reign quere if his name were not the fame

of Richard I \. but his death is placed with Odi or Undo, both which were

in the epitaph 48 years after, viz, very common in England. And

314.7 in Henry HI s. tune. But we can- whereas some make him Earl of Hun-

Sjjot'eVTfcct eJbetaess in this matter, E tington, as mentioned above, a main

and indeed some bring him as low as part of bis employment in the forest

theXeign of Ed-ward of Sherwood was hunting, and from

It' is most surprizing how far the thence the vulgar, by an obvious

fame 6f this man extended 1 There strain of invention, created him Earj.

are memorials of him'all over Tort- of Huntingdon. Mr Percy indeed ob-

Jbiri; as his H'dl between Burwallis serves, ' it is not impossible, but our

and Shulbroke the seat of Henry Brown, F ' hero, to gain the more respect from

Esq; |i his Bay on the eastern coast 'his followers, or they, to derive the

■ so called, lays Camden, from that 'more credit to their profession, may

'famous out law Robin Hood.'' His * have given rise to such a report

Butts, + for Bishop Gibson writes « upon * themselves.' But thie conjecture

'the adjacent moor (to the bay) are above may be thought more probable,

'two little hills, a quarter of a mile as be is so commonly called Robin by

• asunder, which are called his butts'.' f» authors that precede Stinve *. In-

Hit friths, another word for Butts f, deed, it must be confessed, that Robin

Which are two stone lows, near the in the ballads, is the familiar name of

turnpike road leading from Sheffield Robert, for he is there called Robin

to Grindle/ord a^dtf and lastly his alone, but then theft competitions

tomb, for as the kgfhfip again writes,

• this noted robber ♦«$ buried in the

are but recent compared to hi/times f.

•' I urn, Sir, gr. T. Row.

• • Piny't Ancient songs V. I p 74 seq. ti t Fercj v- »• P-

+ Fu'br't wofrihies in Ncttlngbomfliirt. f? } Q^*r* whether the fruit be not in this

Dry! Polyolb. J ferry p. 76. eouotj > J) Cunton p. 4.

* t Tidies', by mistake.'h»t 1160 so- 1190. 4- I-.vectije a|unst iPelfey, Percy p. 76.

i S«e Ofaifa/ts'Wkbp of she Iftfi RUinr. ?s<« *4> Pw*J P. 74>-

4 C-..' 1 col (o? an.* fvlln Lc,'' t if w t>J no, except tic epitaph,

• Gibjt* in Cemitu, | Ibid,' whose op mt) be doubtii.
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