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400 Anfwer to My Cumming’s Charge, publyb’din the Gazetteer,

HE Editors of the Gentleman's
Magazine are forry to fee fome
hafty remarksin the Gaze:teer of the
" xthinttant, figned Alexander Cumming,
in which they are charged with being

tion. In the meantime, asthe public
has the fame claim upon thein for the
dete@ion of error, as the cireulation
of truth, they cannot difmifs this an-
fwer without obferving, that in ar.

Puffers and Trumpeters for M. Le Roy, A ticle 150f the book lately publifhed b{y
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a french watch maker; they are
forry, not becaufe they are publickly
acculed of an unfair artifice, whicn
might otherwife have efcaped notice,
but becaufe a public defence is become
neceffary which cannot be made, but
at Mr Camming's expence.

In the firtt place, then the articlein
the Gentleman's Magazine, which has
given Mr Cumming oftence, is extrac-
ted from the memoirs of the Royal
Academy of Sciences for the year
1764, from which, it has been the
Conﬁant cuftom of the Editors, to
tranflate fuch articles as relate to the
improvement of any art or fcience.
~ In the next place, the M. /e Roy, to
whom the article in quettion relates, is
not /e Roy the watch maker, whom Mr
Camming {uppoles the editors wereem-
ﬁ]oy‘d to puff, but his brother, a nem.

er of the Royal Academy, and a me-
chanic only for amulement. He is
that M. /e Roy, who fo zealoufly and
ably defended our ingenious country-
man Dr Franklin againft his own
countryman the Abbe Nollet, witha
love of truth, and fuperiority to local
attachments and prejudices; feldom
found; and, having at his own ex-
pence procured two watches to be
made on his new conftruftion, pre.
fented them to the Academy, which
received them with marks of appro.
bation.

The Editors doubt not but Mr
Cumming, in confequence of his invi-
tation, has already fulfilled his pro-
mife to the public by fubmitting to

Mr Cumming, there is a radical m
take which {eems to affe&t the whole
feries of his reatoning.

He fays, that ¢ the momentum of
¢ pendulums is as the verfed ines of
¢ their angle of vibration into their

B ¢ quantity of matter ;' and adds,

that this property of the pendulum is
demonftrated by Hupgbens in his Ho-
rologium Ofcillatorium, and tranflated
into Englifh by Dr Keil in his Intro-
dution to Natural Philofophy. But
it happens unfortunately for Mr Cam~
minz, that no fuch property is laid -
down either in Huygbens or in Keil.
It is well known to Mathematici-
ans, that the momentumof bodies is
as their velocity multiplied into their
quantity of matter : And Dr Kiel, in
the book juft mentioned, has demon.
Rrated, that the velocity of a pendu.
lum is as the chord of the arc defcri-
bed : whence it follows, that rie mo-
mentum of pendulums is as the chord of
their angle of wibratson into their quan-
tity of matter. Profeflor s'Gravejande,
in his Imtrodullion to the Newtorman
Philofopby, has demonftrated, that
the fquares of the wvelocities of pendu.
lums are as the verfed fines of the ares
deferibed 3 Therefore Mr Cumming's
article concerning the property of the
pendulum, wouls run thusj ¢ the
¢ momentum of pendulums is as tbe
¢ fquares of their eelocities inte the
‘¢ quantity of matter,” which is falfe.
Mr Cxmming, however, has built
his theory on this very principle,
and reafons from it through his

the infpeftion of the friends of M. 22 F whole book. The foundation there-

Roy who may have call’d upon him,
Cim and Watckes made by _giom with
their Fafees imverted, and at the
fame time their Wheels and Pinions ix the
middle of their Axils ;—indeed, there is
nothing new in the former method,
Mr Hindeley of York having prac-
tifed the inverfion of the fulee in his
table clocks for more than 20 years.
Upon the whole, the Editors would
receive with pleafure autheuntic proofs
that MrCusmming has alieady pratifed
this boafted Improvement of M. le
Roy's in its full extent, and are ready
upon cewlar demoxfiration to contribute
all in their power to procure bim the
honous of it by an extenfive publica.

Google

fore being thewn to be bad, let the
¥ub:ic think what they pleafe of the
uperftruture,

Mr Urean,
HE ingenious Mr T. Row may
fee, in a hote of Mr Hearne's, at

G p. 388. of Chron. de Dusflaple, that

thete was a place called Robin Hood's
Bocver, upon Muidenbead Thicket, in
Berkfbrre. See alfo two other works,
gnbl'ﬁ'hed by Hearne ; nam::!y. Pater

teft's Chrie. p. 667. a '0b. de
Fordun Sceticbrexicon, p. 774- n ar-
ticle in Coswel's Law Diftionary, de-
ferves confideration here; See it un.
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