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'HE account Mr Percy has given
us of Robin Hood ®, is fuch as
may in general be very well acquiel-
ed in, for I can read ly agree with
him that he was never Earl of Hun-
tington and that the epitaph he there
adduces is not genuine; however, 1n
jultice to Mr Thors/by, 1 would obferve,
that if he be the perfon meant by a
late Antiquary, who pretends the epitaph
was formerly legible on his tomb-
ftone, that author is mifreprefented,
for he only afferts, tlere was an m-
Jeription, and that what he gives us
-was found amongft the papers of the
learned Dr Cale. 1think it probable,
the epitaph was given to Dr Gale by
fome perfon that had beea trying to
imitate the ftile of the age whesein
Rzbim 1s {uppofed ta have lived. Qr
perhaps the epigraphe might have
been put on the itone in aiter times,
when 1t was commonly believcd Robin
had been Earl of Huntington.

*Tis the general opimon, that Robin
was the molt generous of all robbers,
plundering & defpoiling the rich,and
diftributing their wealth mott liberally
amongtt the poor; hence we have the
proverb, noticed by Dr Fuller +, of
Robin Hoods Penm'awerths, ipoken of
things that are bought cheap.

Robin is fuppofed to live in the reign
of Rickard 11. but his death is placed
in the epitaph 48 years after, viz,
324710 Henry JI's. time. But we can-
' o!'bTeét-e mefs in this matter,

indeed fome bring him as low as
theweign of Edward §.

It is moft furprizing how far the
fame of this man extended ; There
are memoriils of him"all over Yoré-

ire; as his Well between Burawailis
-and Skulbroke the feat of Hemry Broaws,
Efq; i bis Bay on the eaftern coaft
¢ {o called, fays Camden, from that
¢ famous out law Robin Hood." His
Butts, § for Bifhop Gibfom writes ¢ updn
¢ the adjacent moor (to the bay) aré
¢ two little hills, a quartér of a mile
¢ afunder, which are called his butts®.’
His Pricks, another word for Butts },
which are two ftone lows, near the
turnpike road leading from Skefheld
to Griadlyord Blde; and lattly his
tamb, for as the p again writes,
* this noted robher dies buried in the
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¢ park Waravick- Lees- Nuxsery in the
¢ welt riding, under a monumeat
¢ which semains to this day §.’

We have remains alfo of him in
Derbyfbire, as a Well named from him,
in defcending from Millfione Edge to
Hatherfage, not far from the pricks
above mentioned §. And on Hartley
moor, neac Jtamton, there is a ledge of
rocks, which are called his Prick.
Alfo on Winbill, in Hepe Dale, there is
a rude natural rock, which they call
Robin Hood's Chair. "

But the principal fcene of this he-
ro's exploits, according to the ballads,
was the forett of Sberawood in Notting<
bamfbire, and the parts adjacent,
though it feems his renown had ex~
tended into more fouthern diftri&s |,

I make no doubt but there was
fuch a perfon as Rcbin Haod, and that
he was the head or chief of a band of
robbers or outlaws, I take Hood, of
Hode, as he is more anciently written,
to have heen his whole name, and
that he got the name of Robim, by
which he it moft commonly called,
from his occupation, which was that
of Robbing. Hood otherwife muit have
D been his furname, whereas thofe were

but rare in the time of Rickard I. ef-

pecially amongft the yeomanry. And

fince the old orthography is Hode, 1

quere if his name were not the fame

with Ode or £udo, both which were
very common in Enagland, And
whereas fome make him Earl of Hux-
E lngton, 23 mentioned above, a main
part of his employment in the foreft
of Sheravood was hunting, and from
thence the vulgar, by an obvious
#train of invention, created him Ear]
of Huniimgdes. Mr Percy indeed ob-
ferves, ¢ 1t is not impofhble, but our
F ¢ hero, to gain the more refpeét from
¢ his followers, or they, to derive the
¢ more credit to their profeffion, may
¢ have given rife to fuch a report
¢ them(elves.” But the conjetturé
above may be thought more probable,
as he is fo commonly called "Robin by
2 autliors that precede Stowe®, In-
deed, it muft be coanfefled, that Robix
in the ballads, is the famihar name of

Robert, for he is there called Rodiw

aloae, but then thefe’ compofitions

are butrecent tompared 10 his times +,
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